
July 24, 2014 

Recreation and Parks Commission 

2850 San Lorenzo Way 

Carmichael, California 95608 

Subject: Conceptual Approval of Proposed American River Ranch Master Plan And General Plan 

Amendment to Amend American River Parkway Plan “River Bend Park Area Plan Map” 

Dear Commissioners, 

 

I am in full support of today’s sustainable farming and native plant nursery operations at the American 

River Ranch.  As the County moves forward with necessary master plans and area plan map amendments, 

we must guarantee that commercial and fundraising activities do not inadvertantly compromise the public’s 

access to and visitors’ experience at the American River Parkway.  First and foremost the American River 

Parkway is about nature as defined by the American River Parkway Plan 2008 (ARPP 2008, Chapter 1, 

Page 9).  Any activities from leased operations should contribute to, not detract from, the American River 

Parkway’s natural values and their interpretation.  Any commercial or fundraising activities should model 

the lessons of conservation and appreciation for our “crown jewel,” long recognized as a respite from the 

surrounding urban environment. 

 

As a member of the ARPAC, I voted on the motion to move the Master Plan and Area Plan Map proposal 

forward with the confidence that Mr. Shawn Harrison would follow through on his expressed willingness 

to meet with Mr. Davis and define more precisely the language surrounding commercial and fundraising 

activities anticipated in the Master Plan.  He and Mr. Davis have developed language for the Master Plan 

that is consistent with the American River Parkway Plan 2008 and subsequently allows the farm and the 

native plant nursery to thrive and continue as excellent examples of stewardship. 

 

Please support adding the language to the Master Plan proposed by Mr. Davis thus clearing the way for the 

Master Plan to move forward without jeopardizing Soil Born Farms’ financing opportunities, and 

recommend the approval of the proposed Master Plan with the addition of the language substantially in 

the form provided by Mr. Davis.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Betsy Weiland 

ARPAC Member 

Co-Director, Elderberry Farms Native Plant Nursery 

cc: SARA Board of Directors 

Chris Lewis, Elderberry Farms Native Plant Nursery 

County Board of Supervisors 

Shawn Harrison, Soil Born Farms 

Janet Zeller, Soil Born Farms 

Maxine Clark 

Ginger Enrico 


